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sometimes causes unpleasantness. We have seen gurus
insulting their spiritual disciples, cursing and swearing,
and exhibiting conduct such as would, under any other
circumstances, justify his immediate expulsion from
the house.

"On entering the house the guru is escorted to a
sitting-chamber, furnished with new carpets (for it is
sacrilegious to make him sit on used ones), and is
requested to be seated. He will not sit at first till the
fascination of large promises becomes irresistible, and
he yields. Large demands are sometimes made, which
are generally acceded to by the terrified disciples. After
this the members of the family are inquired after, and
are dismissed with the touch of the holy man's foot.
After his bath the guru is regaled with the choicest
food, and the whole family and their neighbours esteem
it a great privilege to partake of what he may leave."

Some of these men are very "rich, and make a great
show of wealth as they travel in state from village to
village. It is rather surprising that, notwithstanding
this great display of riches and comfort, they should
continue to retain their hold of the Hindu mind; for,
as a rule, it is asceticism in their religious teachers
rather than enjoyment that seems to have the greatest
influence over them. The sacred writings abound with
stories of the way in which men, by hard and long-
continued penance, have prevailed even over the gods.
The disciples are taught that it is safer to offend a god
than a guru; because if a man offend a god, his guru
can intercede for him; but if he offend his guru he is
helpless.

In the Tantras, probably the latest of the religious
writings of the Hindus, the powers of the guru are set
forth with the greatest extravagance. According to